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A lot of people believe that when Jesus left, He handed over the church to Peter. He didn’t. Jesus handed the church to the Holy Spirit. As a result, the Holy Spirit is our only enabler and guide to manifesting and fulfilling our sonship in Christ Jesus.

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. [13] For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. [14] But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Hebrews 5:12-14 KJV

This scripture shows good and evil must be distinguished and discerned. Mature men must be able to discern what is good in God’s mind. And what seems evil in man’s sight, might be good in God’s. Joseph’s being sold into slavery seemed like evil, but it was actually meant for good. 
Often times, the way God answers prayers may be different from what we have in mind. We limit our minds to our definition of good instead of seeking and aligning to God’s definition of good. 

Spiritual Guidance in Our Association

Psalm 1, 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, 1 Corinthians 15:33, Proverbs 13:20, and 1 Corinthians 5:11 are five scriptures that caution us on our associations, companion, and camaraderie. 
Some says “know no man after the flesh, 2 Corinthians 5:16. However, the clause as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:17 says “if any man be in Christ”. Some may come and say they are born again, but by their fruits you shall know them. 1 John 4:4 says “test all spirits”. Scriptures say, “let us not be ignorant of the devices of the devil”(2 Cor 2:11). This is because according to 2 Corinthians 11:4, even satan masquerades himself as an angel of light. One of the reasons man fell was by reason of association with the serpent.


Biblical Case studies on the effect of Association
· Lot: Another example was Lot in Genesis 13-15. By reason of association with Abraham, Lot was blessed. There was a feud between Abram’s servants and lots servants and the association was broken. Lot went to associate with Sodom and as a result, he lost everything. If you are in an association and it is not blessing your life, please cut it off. The association you have as believers should help and elevate you spiritually and not keep you bound. By reason of association, there can be transference of spirit. 

· David’s mighty men: We can see those who associated with David in Cave Adullam were eventually blessed afterwards, even though they are were nobodies, but as a result of their association with David, they became mighty men of war. 

· Dinah, Jacob’s daughter: Another example is Dinah. She decided to see the daughters of the land and she was raped and defiled and brought shame to the house of Israel. Her name was no longer mentioned in scriptures after that event. Perhaps she would have had an inheritance as her twelve brothers (tribes of Israel), but we would never know all because of wrong association.

· Absalom, son of David: whom he loved dearly. He was called beautiful, this means he was very handsome. He went to Ahitophel gave him counsel, yet he rejected it because of his association. His association was what brought to his untimely death. 

We see here that God is interested in leading us in every aspect of our life. An example in the Old Testament of a man who sought God in all things is David.

 Spiritual Guidance in Spiritual Matters

Example of Spiritual things are praise, study of the Word, finding our place in the body, etc. We cannot act until God has spoken. If we act presumptuously, we may bring shame to the name of Christ. Jesus told the disciples to tarry in Jerusalem till they are endued with power. Some left and were not part of the initial touchdown of the Holy Spirit. Jesus, all his lifetime did not do anything unless he was led by the Spirit. Even when he fasted, the Spirit led him. In all his doing, eating and drinking, He was led by the Spirit. God will manifest His power through us, but the manifestation of the Spirit does not mean launch out and start a ministry. Consider Moses in scripture, God had ordained that he would be a deliverer, yet at age 40, he lost everything. For 40 years, God had to strip everything of Egypt God will not hand over the things of the Kingdom to one who He has not tested his heart. Every man who God used in the scripture went through testing and we also must go through similar tests. 

The children of Israel went through their time of testing in the wilderness. There is a time for everything. When the time is not yet, keep following the pattern. Read your bible and pray every day. Seek the face of God and know where God wants you to function. God wants us to be in alignment and learn to follow His voice before he commit to us the Kingdom. While we move around in things spiritual, we need to know that it is God’s house. God has clothed us with His spirit. In humility, may we not move faster than God. Amen. Paul even said to follow me as I follow Christ, this means Christ is the pattern if a man does outside of Christ, such man is not worthy of emulation.
