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Opening Scripture: Romans 12:1-2 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 

The sermon begins by emphasizing the transformative power of renewing the mind. To experience 
change in any area of life, there must first be a mental "renovation," where old, unproductive 
thought patterns are removed and replaced with God’s truth. This renewal is foundational to living 
a victorious Christian life. 

Key Points on Renewing the Mind: 

1. The Meaning of Renewal: The word “renewal” means to renovate—to replace the old 
entirely with the new. Believers must shift their thought patterns to align with their identity 
in Christ. 

o In Christ, we have a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 
o A renewed mind holds only the thoughts of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). 

2. Practical Examples of Renewed Thinking: 
o Traditional beliefs such as associating dreams with pollution or fear are rooted in 

superstition. In Christ, nothing can defile a believer (Mark 16:18). 
o Thoughts of inadequacy or disadvantage contradict the truth that no believer is in a 

disadvantaged position (Romans 8:28). 
3. The Dangers of Allowing Negative Thoughts: The devil seeks to steal God’s Word by 

substituting divine truth with worldly reasoning. For instance, fear and anxiety often stem 
from unbiblical thought patterns. Believers must resist these and hold fast to God’s 
promises. 

The Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:5-15): The parable illustrates the varying conditions of the 
human heart in receiving God’s Word: 

• Seed by the Wayside: Represents those who hear the Word but allow the devil to steal it 
from their hearts, leaving them unchanged. The enemy shifts the Word to their minds, 
leading to doubt and reasoning instead of faith. 

• Seed on Rocky Ground: These individuals receive the Word with joy but lack deep roots. 
In times of trial, their faith falters. Transformation requires perseverance and consistent 
meditation on God’s Word. 

• Seed Among Thorns: Represents hearts choked by life’s cares, riches, and pleasures. Such 
distractions prevent the Word from bearing fruit. Believers must prioritize God’s Word 
above worldly concerns. 
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• Seed on Good Ground: These are individuals with honest and receptive hearts who retain 
the Word and bring forth fruit with patience. They allow the Word to take root and 
transform their lives. 

Insights on God’s Word: 

1. The Word Establishes Faith: Romans 10:17 states, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” Faith grows when the Word is implanted in the heart, not merely 
understood by the mind. 

2. The Word Delivers Wisdom: God’s wisdom, found in His Word, gives believers an 
advantage in life. For example, honoring parents leads to long life (Ephesians 6:2-3). 

3. The Word Reflects God’s Intent: God’s Word accomplishes His purpose. It is a 
deliberate release of divine intention designed to transform lives (Isaiah 55:11). 

Practical Applications: 

1. Guard Your Heart: Avoid letting the enemy shift God’s Word from your heart to your 
mind, where it can be diluted by reasoning or doubt. Keep the Word firmly planted in your 
spirit. 

2. Speak Against Negative Thoughts: When fear, anxiety, or other unbiblical thoughts arise, 
counter them with Scripture. For example, if thoughts of failure emerge, declare, “I am 
more than a conqueror through Him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). 

3. Maintain the Right Mindset: Embrace the truth that as a believer, you are favored, 
blessed, and secure in Christ. Reject any thoughts or beliefs that contradict God’s promises. 

Closing Reflections: The sermon concludes with a call to prayer and self-examination. Believers 
are encouraged to: 

• Identify thought patterns inconsistent with God’s Word and root them out through prayer. 
• Seek God’s light in areas requiring transformation. 
• Declare and meditate on God’s promises daily. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Every thought bringing fear or anxiety must be rejected. 
• Ask God for illumination in areas of struggle. 
• Declare, “I have the mind of Christ. I hold only the thoughts of Christ.” 


